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ECONOMY

*The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main
occupation was cattle rearing.

*The Rig Veda refers to the practice of ploughing, sowing of seeds
on the furrows, seasons, harvesting and threshing. With the
knowledge and use of iron they were able to clean forests and
bring more lands under cultivation.

*The main cereal produced by the people was Yava or barely.

» Wheat was the staple food.

=\\Meaving seemed domestic craft, by women.

» They knew the use of metals like gold, copper, bronze, silver etc.
*Trade was practiced on barter system. In the later times, gold
coins called Niskha were used as media of exchange In
transactions.



RELIGION

The religion of the early Vedic people was more simple, realistic and
less ritualistic. The Rig Vedic Aryans worshipped the natural forces
like earth, fire, wind, rain and thunder. They personified these natural
forces into many gods and worshipped them. Their number Is stated
to have been 33.

*"|ndra was the most popular of all the early Vedic gods, who is
caled Purandara or breaker of forts, played the role of warlord,
leading the Aryan soldiers to victory against the demons. He shared
some of the characteristics of the Greek god Zeus. Nearly three-
fourths of the hymns of Rig Veda (250) have been devoted to him.
*Agni (Fire God) held the second position b to whom 200 hymns are
devoted. Fire played a significant part in the life of primitive people
because of its use in burning forest, cooking etc.



RELIGION

Agni was worshipped as the god of priests and the intermediary
between the devotees and god.

=\Varuna was next only to Indra in popularity. He was the upholder
of the physical and moral order.

=Surya (the Sun) Savitri (the deity to whom the famous Gayatri
mantra is addressed) and Pushan (Guardian of roads, herdsmen and
cattle) were the other deities.

=»Soma was considered to be the god of plants and an intoxicating
drink was named after him. The Rig Veda has large number of
hymns, which explain the methods of preparation of this drink from
plants.

*The Maruts personify the storm



RELIGION

*Female goddesses like Prithvi (Earth), Aditi (Mother of God),
Ushas (dawn) and Arayani (goddess of forest) were worshipped.

Thus there were a large number of gods representing the different
forces of nature in one form or other. Vedic people worshipped many
gods to gain their favours. They thought that the gods might be
satisfied by offering food and drink in order to get boons from them
and avert evils that they were capable of doing them. They offered
prayers and sacrifices to get in return pasu (cattle), praja (children),
health and wealth (sampada). In the Rig Veda a triple classification
of Vedic gods has been hinted. The corresponding three orders are i)
Terrestrial (Prithvisthan) 11) Aerial or Intermediate (Madhyasthan)
111) Celestial (Dyusthana).
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SUMMARY

In conclusion we can say that Rig vedic period triba polity,
pastoral economy, class divided society and the simple and
polytheistic religion was transformed into organized monarchy,
agrarian economy, caste divided society and the sacrificial ritual
dominated religion in the later Vedic period. We can see towards the
end of the Vedic period beginning of a strong reaction against
priestly domination, rituals and cults, especially in the land of the
Panchalas and Videha around 600 BCE. The rise of new religions
like Buddhism and Jainism was the direct result of this socio-
economic problem. Their emergence should be seen in the light of
socio-economic changes of the Later Vedic Period.



